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RURAL  DISTRICT  OP  SAINT  THOMS 


AIDJUAL  REPORT 
of  the 

MEDICAL  OFFICFR  OF  HEALTH 
for  the  year  ending  51st  December,  1952 


Itr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  much  pleasure  in  submitting  to  you  my  Annual  Report 
for  the  year  ending  3ist  December,  1952,  Vv'hich  has  been  prepared  in 
the  form  and  sequence  required  by  the  Mnistry  of  Health. 

I  am  pleased  to  state  that  the  general  health  of  the 
population  of  the  District  has  been  satisfactory  and  with  the 
exception  of  a  rather  large  number  of  cases  of  dysentery,  most 
of  which  were  institutional,  the  incidence  of  notifiable 
infectious  diseases  was  exceptionally  low.  I  am  also 
pleased  to  record  that  there  were  no  cases  of  acute  anterior 
poliomyelitis  (infantile  paralysis)  neither  were  there  any 
cases  of  diphtheria. 

The  live  birth  rate  (standardised)  although  a  little 
below  that  for  the  previous  year  was  nevertheless  slightly  higher 
than  that  for  England  and  Mies.  The  death  rate  (standardised) 
was  not  only  below  that  for  1951  but  was  also  lower  than  that 
for  the  Country  as  a  whole. 

Regarding  housing,  I  should  like  to  endorse  the  views  of 
the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  in  that  it  is  my  opinion  that  the 
time  is  fast  approaching  w'hen  a  comprehensive  survey  of  the 
housing  conditions  in  the  various  Parishes  will  be  necessary. 

Until  such  a  survey  is  made  it  is  impossible  to  formulate  with 
any  degree  of  accuracy  our  future  housing  needs. 

I  should  again  like  to  take  this  oportunitj/’  to  thank 
the  Chairman  and  members  of  the  Council  and  all  the  members  of 
the  staff  for  their  continued  help  and  support  given  to  mo 
during  the  past  year. 


I  have  the  honour  to  be. 


Your  obedient  servant. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health i 


L.G.  ANDERSON,  M.D.,  Ch.B. ,  D.P.H. 
Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Suirveyor ; 

m.  W.T.  HANKER,  M.I.Mun.E. ,  C.R.S.I.,  E.S.I 
Deputy  Sanitary  Inspector; 

MR‘  K.C.  3ENHAM,  Cert. S.  I. >3. ,  M.S.I.A. , 
Additional  Sanitary  Inspector: 

MR.  J.R.  RICa\RDS,  Cert.S.I.B. ,  M.S.I.A. 

CLERICAL  STAFF; 

Mr.  B.J.  Hodgon 
Jir.  R.S.  Grainger 
Miss  0.  Bat ter shy 
Miss  I.  Leeworthy 


3. 


1.  STATISTICS  OF  THF,  AREA. 

Ar6a.(in.  glcpgs)  •••  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

Resident  Population  Mid  Year  1952 

as  estiinated  "by  the  Registrar  G-eneral, . .  . 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  . . . . 

Rateable  Value  (31st  Marc  a ^  1953)  . . . 

Product  of  a  penny  rate .  •*.  «*•  . . 


118,972 

31,710 

9,135 

,€162,789 

£659 


2.  VITAL  STATLSTICS. 
(a)  Live  Births. 


Ivlales 

Females 

Total 

:  Legitimate 

187 

192 

379 

:  Illegitimate 

7 

11 

18 

^  Total 

194 

203 

397 

Live  birth  rate  per  1,000  estimated  resident  population  •••  12.5 

Standardised  live  birth  rate  per  1,000  estimated  resident 

population  •••  15.8 

Live  birth  rate  per  1,000  estimated'' civilian  population 

England  &  Wales  15.3 


(b)  Still  Births. 


Males 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate 

5 

4 

9 

Illegitimate 

1 

1 

;  Total 

6 

4 

10 

Still  birth  rate  per  1,000  total  live  births  •••  25*2 

Still  birth  rate,  per  1,000  estimated  resident  population  •••  0.32 

Still  birth  rate  per  1,000  civilian  population 

England  &  Wales.  ...  0»35 

(c)  Deaths. 

Males  Females  Total 

171  158  329 

Corrected  death  rate  per  1,000  estimated  resident  population* • .  10.4 
Standardised  death  rate  per  1,000  estimated  resident 

population. . .  8.7 

Death  rate  per  1,000  civilian  population  England  &  Wales  ...  11.3 
Death  from  puerperal  causes  .*•  Nil 
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4. 


(d)  Infant  Mortalit;/. 

(Deaths  of  infants  under  1  year  of  age). 


;  Males 

Females 

Total 

;  Legitimate 

8 

5 

13 

;  Illegitimate 

1 

1 

2 

Total 

9 

6 

15 

Infant  Mortality  per  1,000  live  births  . . .  ...  37.8 

Infant  Mortality  per  1,000  births  England  &  Wales  .  27.6 

(e)  Deaths  of  infants  under  4  weeks  of  age  . 


Males  ;■  Females 

Total 

Legitimate  ■  6  ;  4 

10 

Illegitimate  :  1  !  1 

2 

Total  ::  V  :  5 

12 

3.  LIVE  BIRTH  RATE. 

(Rate  per  1,000  estimated  resident  population). 

During  1052  194  male  and  203  female  (total  397)  babies  were  born. 
Oompared  with  the  previous  year  the  total  births  showed  a  decrease 
of  23.  The  live  birth  rate  when  adjusted  for  unusual  age  and  sex 
distribution  of  the  local  population  (15. 8)  was  slightly  higher  than 
that  for  England  &  Wales  (15.3). 

The  Standardised  live  birth  rate  during  the  last  10  years  was  as 
follows 


1943  il944  1945 

1946  1947 i 1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

:  St .  Thomas 

R.D. 

13.0  :i5.2  16.0 

16.3  17. 9; 15. 5 

13.3 

12.4 

13.2 

12.5 

; Standardised 

- 

15.5 

16.63 

15.8 

; England  & 

16.5  17.6  16.1 

19.1  20. 5; 17. 9 

16.7 

15.8 

15.5 

15.3 

■4- 


5. 


4.  IMGITBaTE  BEITH  RATE. 

(Rate  per  1,000  total  live  "births). 

Of  the  397  children  horn  during  1952,  18  were  illegitimate,  i.e., 
5  fewer  than  in  the  previous  year,  and  the  illegitimate  birth  rate 
of  45.4  per  1,000  live  births  was  slightly  lower  than  that  for 
England  and  V/ales  46.0.  The  Illegitimate  birth  rates  during  the 


last  10  years 

were 

as  folloYv's 

•  ^ 

1943 

■1944:1945 

1946 

1947 : 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

^  1952  . 

:  St.  Thomas 

R.D. 

64,5 

;74.7 117.0 

87.0 

57.0: 

48.5 

^.5 

43.5 

55.0 

;  45.4  : 

.England  & 

;  Wales 

- 

- 

-  : 

- 

■  - 

- 

47.0 

i  46.0  • 

5.  STILL  BIRTHS. 

(Rate  per  1,000  estimated  resident popula^tion). 

The  number  of  still  births  which  occurred  during  1952,  viz.,  10, 
was  2  fewer  than  in  the  previous  year  and  the  still  birth  fate  of 
0.32  was  below  that  for  England  d  Wales  as  a  whole  (0.35).  The 
subjoixied  table  shoxvs  the  still  birth  rate  for  the  last  10  years 


;19^13 

1944 

■ul945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

St.  Thomas  ;■ 

R.D. 

0.28 

0.35 

0.25 

0.34 

0.36 

o.a 

0.35 

0.38 

0.32 

England  &  0.51 

Wales 

0.50 

0.46 

0.53 

0.50 

0.42 

0.39 

0.37 

0.36 

0.35 

6*  DEATHS. 


During  1952,  329  persons  normally  resident  in  the  rural  district 
died  (  171  males,  158  females  )  which  represents  a  corrected  death 
rate  of  10.4,  but  when  allowance  for  age  and  sex  distribution  has 
been  made  represents  a  "standardised"  death  rate  of  8.7.  This  rate 
is  lower  than  that  for  1951  and  is  also  below  that  for  England  & 

Wales  as  a  whole  (11.3).  The  following  table  shows  the  corrected  and 
standardised  dea.th  ra.tes  for  the  St.  Thomas  R.D.C.  for  the  last  10 
years 


::  1943  1  944  1945  : 1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

: Corrected 

13.0  13.0 

13.5;11.7 

12.4 

10.2 

11.6 

12.0 

12.0 

10.4 

; Standardised 

“ 

- 

10.2 

10.3 

8.7 

:  England  & 

Wales 

11.4!i1.5 

12.0 

10.8 

11.7 

11.6 

12.5 

11.3 

-5~ 


("b)  Age  at  dotxi^'n. 


1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

1018 

19494950 

1951 

1952 

Males 

60.5 

63.6 

63.7 

.60,7 

62.4 

67.2 

65.6367.13 

66.91 

66.8 

Females 

69.1 

67.3 

64.8 

i65.2 

69.1 

68.5 

7a95;72.55 

73.42 

•  ■  •  ■  •  • 

69.2 

Both  sexes 

64.2 

65.5 

64.2 

:63.0 

65.6 

67.8 

68.^;  69.93 

70.05 

67.9 

Eiigland  j 

M 

- 

- 

- 

;  - 

M 

- 

66.49 

65.84 

OC 

+  Wales  : 

P 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

71.22 

70.88 

+  Expeotation  of  Life  from  "Provisional  Statistics  for  England  d 
V/ales  for  1952". 

It  may  be  noted  here  that  51  years  ago  in  1901  the  expectation  of 
life  for  a  male  child  was  48.53  years  and  a  female  child  52.38  years. 


(c)  Causes  of  death.  . 


The  following  table  shows  the  causes  of  death  (  data  supplied  by 
the  Registrar  General). 


Disease  ; 

Males 

:  Females 

Total 

;  Tuberculosis 

Respiratory 

1 

- 

1 

Other  Forms 

- 

1 

1 

:  Syphilitic  Disease 

1 

*** 

1 

^  Other  infective  &  parasitic  diseases  : 

1 

2 

3 

:  Cancer 

30 

■  33 

63 

:  Diabetes 

2 

- 

2 

'  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

20 

;  30 

50  i 

;  (cerebral  haemorrhage  etc . , )  : 

;  Coronary  disease  (Heart  disease) 

18 

:  15 

33 

;  Hypertension  with  heart  disease  ' 

3 

7 

10  ■; 

:  Other  heart  disease 

29 

:  29 

58 

:  Other  circulatory  diseases 

11 

7 

18 

;  Influenza 

2 

1 

3 

;  Pneumonia  ■; 

6 

7 

13  : 

Causes  of  death  (Continued) 


Disease 

li-iles 

Females 

Total 

;  Bronchitis 

10 

1 

11 

■  Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

2 

2 

4  ' 

Ulcer  of  stomach  d:  duodenum 

4 

1 

5 

;  Gastritis,  enteritis  &  diarrhoea 

1 

- 

1 

;  Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

1 

1 

2 

;  Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

6 

— 

6 

Congenital  malformations 

2 

3 

5 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases! 

14 

15 

29 

.  Kotor  vehicle  accidents 

1 

1 

'  All  other  accidents 

4 

1 

5 

Suicide 

2 

2 

4  ■ 

;  All  causes 

171 

158 

329 

The  most  prevalent  cause  of  death  during  1952  was  that  of  heart 
disease  118  cases  (  36^  tota.1  deaths  ).  Cancer  was  the  cause  in  63 
cases (19. 2^  total  deaths  )»  and  intra-cranial  vascular  lesions  such 
as  cerebral  haemorrhage  and  thrombosis  was  responsible  for  50  deaths 
(15.2^0  of  total  deaths). 

( d )  Deaths  at  various  age  groups. 


The  following  table  shows  the  incidence  of  death  at  various  age 
groups  (from  returns  supplied  by  the  local  Registrar  of  Births  & 
Deaths ) « 


Age  Groups 

Males 

Females 

Total 

;  Percentage. 

Under  1  yea.r  ; 

9 

6 

15 

4.6 

1  and  under  2  yrs  ! 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2  +  i 

- 

- 

- 

5  +  : 

mm 

- 

- 

10  + 

2  : 

1 

3 

.92 

20  + 

- 

1 

1 

.3 

30  + 

3 

1 

4 

1.2 

o 

+ 

8 

7 

15 

4.5 

50  + 

15 

12 

27 

8.25 

60  + 

33 

28 

61 

18.6 

70  +  ; 

61 

58  ^ 

119 

'  36.4 

+ 

o 

CO 

38  ■; 

36 

74 

22.6 

90  + 

5 

9 

2.74 

100  + 

~ 

- 

- 

- 

All  ages  ; 

173  ■ 

155 

328 

-7' 


I'ix  c  0  ox  t-  /  0  t)  u 
Wo.les  27.6. 


X'U*iL3  X'cloO  ILC  LpI',*'. 'j  i  vjx*  j^ux^xc  uiu.  cuix 


TLe  causes  of  death  of  those  infants  are  tcabulated  here¬ 
with 


Sex 

Age 

Cause  of  Death 

■  M 

Newly  horn 

y/ant  of  expert  attention  at  hirth. 

■  M 

1  minute 

Asphyxia  due  to  the  new  horn  child 
being  precipitated  into  the 
lavatory  basin  . 

.  ■  j,!  ■  ■ 

2  hours 

la  Atelectasis. 

2  Caesarian  section  for  prolapsed 
cord. 

F 

7  hours 

la  Prematurity  21bs  11  ozs.  i 

M 

17  hours 

la  Confluent  broncho  pneumonia. 

F 

18  hours 

la  Prematurity  (much  less  than  23 
weeks  pregnancy). 

^  M 

1  day 

la  Cerebral  haemorrhaffe  from  tentorial  . 
tear. 

F 

1  day 

Ac.  myocardial  failure  due  to  ateloct-  : 
Qsis  of  left  lung. 

i  F 

2  days 

la  t^7drocephalus. 

:  n 

4  days 

la  Haemorrhagic  diathesis. 

2  Congenital  deformity  of  bowel. 

■  M 

1  week 

la  Broncho  pneumonia, 
b  Operation  for  Neuro-muscular 
obstruction. 

F 

2  weeks 

la  Neonatal  staphylococcal  limg  in-  • 

fection. 

b  infantile  pemphigus. 

:  K 

6  months 

la  Congenital  hea.rt  disease,  probably  : 
pulmonic  stenosis.  | 

F 

7  months 

la  Heart  failure, 
b  Congenital  heart, 
c  Mongol. 

2  Broncho -pneumonia. 

M 

7  months 

la  Gastro-enteritis. 
b  Broncho-Pioumonia. 

6' 


8.  DEATHS  FROM  ZYI/IOTIC  DISEASES- 


Males 

Females 

Total 

Measles 

- 

- 

Whooping  Cough  ; 

- 

- 

Scarlet  Fever  i 

- 

- 

Enteric  Fever 

- 

mm 

Diarrhoea 

- 

- 

9.  CAIEIER. 


The  number  of  deaths  from  Cancer  increased  from  53  in  1951  to  63 
in  1952  and  in  relation  to  the  total  number  of  deaths  the  rate  per 
cent  increased  from  14.5  in  1951  to  19.1  in  1952. 

The  parts  of  the  body  primarily  affected  are  given  in  the  follow¬ 
ing  table 


;  Site 

Males 

Females 

Total 

•  Stomach 

5 

7 

12 

•  Lung  d  Bronchus. 

5 

- 

5 

:  Breast 

- 

■  6 

6 

:  Uterus  : 

- 

;  3 

5 

.  All  other  sites 

20 

17 

1  37 

Total 

30 

^  33 

63 

The  incidence  of  deaths  from  Cancer  during  the  Isist  10  years  is  as 
follows 1 


^1943;i944 

1945 

194-6 

1947  :1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 ; 

Males 

:  26  ; 

24 

26 

17 

27 

24 

27 

27 

27 

30  i 

Females 

:  23  : 

29 

23 

26 

34 

29 

31 

27 

26 

33  : 

Both  Sexes 

■:  49  i 

53 

49 

•43 

61 

53 

58 

54 

53 

63  : 

Rate  per 
1,000 
Resident 
Population 

;1.73  ;1.82 

1,  73 

1.50 

2.12 

1.72 

1.86 

1.7 

1.66 

1.97  ; 

9- 


I^IFECTJOUS  DISEASES. 


10 » 


(a)  Measles* 


Pollov;ing  the  high  inoidenoe  of  measles  in  1951  the 
number  of  suoh  cases  which  occurred  in  1952  was  low  and  there 
v/as  no  mortality  therefrom* 

(b)  Scarlet  Fever. 

The  29  cases  of  scarlet  fever  were  all  mild  and  no  com¬ 
plications  or  deaths  resulted  from  the  disease* 

(c )  Dysentery. 

N 

A  rather  high  incidence  of  dysentery  due  to  the  Shigella 
sonnoi  occurred  throughout  the  district  and  in  all  43  cases 
were  notified,  32  of  these  being  patients  in  institutions 
situate  in  the  district*  On  the  whole  the  disease  was  of  a 
mild  type* 

(d)  Acute  Poliomyelitis* 

I  am  pleased  to  report  that  there  were  no  cases  of  this 
disease  notified  during  the  year* 

(e)  Diphtheria* 


During  1952  there  were  no  cases  of  diphtheria  notified* 
It  is  again  emphasized  that  only  by  maintaining  a  high 
level  of  immunization  amongst  babies  and  reinforcing  such 
immunization  at  the  age  of  5  years  and  10  years  can  we  con¬ 
trol  this  disease.  Parents  should  therefore  make  it  their 
duty  to  have  their  babies  protected  at  8  months  of  age  and 
to  see  that  they  get  their  reinforcing  injections  at  5  and 
10  years. 

During  1952  386  children  received  the  initial  immuniz¬ 
ation  and  528  were  given  reinforcing  injections* 

(f)  Smallpox* 


During  1952,  255  successful  vaccinations  were  performed 
of  which  128  were  primary  vaccinations  in  children  under  1 
year  of  age  and  127  from  1-4  years  of  age*  This  means  that 
just  over  30^  of  babies  under  1  year  were  Vraccinated*  Such 
a  figxire  if  too  low  and  leaves  a  large  percentage  of  the 
child  population  susceptible  to  infection  from  this  disease* 
It  is  noted  with  concern  that  in  1952  the  number  of  infants 
under  1  year  vaccinated  was  only  half  the  number  vaccinated 
the  previous  year* 

The  public  should  realise  that  every  effort  is  made  at 
the  sea  ports  and  airports  to  prevent  smallpox  being  intro¬ 
duced  into  the  country,  but  owing  to  the  speeding  up  of 
travel,  particularly  air-travel,  the  chance  of  passengers 
being  infected  in  a  foreign  country  and  yet  not  showing  si,gns 
of  the  disease  until  they  have  reached  their  own  homes  is 
greater  now  than  ever  before* 

It  is,  therefore,  of  the  greatest  importance  that  as 
many  infants  as  possible  should  be  given  protection  by 
vaccination  during  the  first  few  months  of  their  life* 
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11.  Tabular  F;tatemcnt  of  Infectious  Diseases 


(i)  The  incidence  during  1952  of  the  various  notifiable 
diseases  is  tabulated  here'with:- 


Disease  Cases 

notified 

Ins  titutional 
cases  in¬ 
cluded  in 
Col.  2o 

Cases  ad¬ 
mitted  to 
hospital 

Deaths 

Measles  25 

- 

- 

- 

Vfno  oping-  48 

cough 

- 

1 

- 

Scarlet  29 

Fever 

1 

4 

- 

Dysentery  43 

32 

1 

- 

It'ysipelas  7 

12 

1 

Fueumonia  30 

1 

13 

Idierperal  ^ 

ryre:cia 

- 

- 

- 

Pood  ^ 

Poisoning  i 

- 

- 

- 

TOTAL  i  187 

45 

8 

13 

Disease 

Under 

1 

1-  2-  3-  i4-  :  5- 

10- 

15- 

20— 

35- 

45- 

65- 

Total  : 

Measles 

- 

3  :  1  i  4  ;  4  ‘  13 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

mm 

25  : 

Whooping- 

cough 

2 

2:6  :  3  :  9  ;  23 

1 

- 

2 

- 

- 

48  : 

Scarlet 

Fever 

- 

1  i  -  :  2  -  :  22 

3 

1 

- 

- 

- 

29  : 

Puerperal 

lyrexia 

Pneumonia 

- 

-  ;  1  ■  -  ;  1  i  2 

1 

- 

2 

3 

8 

12 

30  : 

Erysipelas 

- 

_  ;  _  i  -  -  :  - 

- 

- 

3 

- 

2 

2 

7  : 

Dys entery 

- 

-  i  ;  3 

4 

1 

3 

9 

3 

20 

'i3  ; 

Pood 

Poisoning 

- 

-  :  “  i,  -  i  -  :  - 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1  ; 

TOTAL 

2 

6  !  8  1  9  i  14  i  63 

9 

i  1 

16 

12 

13 

34 

187 

-11- 


(iii)  Table  showing  the  incxclenco  (numbers  notified)  of  various 
infcotious  disea.ses  during  the  last  10  years 


Disease 

1943 

1944 

;  1945 

1946 

1947 

19-18 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

Measles 

61 

53 

399 

92 

300 

38 

468 

23 

748 

25 

bTiooping  Cough 

39 

53 

;  92 

54 

103 

99 

65 

171 

123 

48 

Scarlet  Fever 

58  i 

30 

:  24 

29 

21 

7 

53 

23 

28 

29 

Diphtheria 

10  ; 

6 

;  3 

3 

3 

- 

1 

- 

- 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

6  I 

- 

i 

2 

3 

3 

6 

2 

6 

4 

Pneumonia 

13  : 

15 

;  6 

35 

33 

10 

32 

32 

55 

30 

Erysipelas 

17 

8 

c 

9 

7 

1 

13 

1 

9 

7 

Dyse^-r,,n''y 

32 

27 

:  57 

5 

38 

- 

1 

8 

43 

Pf-i'a  T.yphoid 

5 

4 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Cph.  Neonatorura 

1 

1 

- 

1 

1 

- 

1 

- 

M* 

Csrehro  Spinal 
Fever 

1 

4 

i  2 

- 

2 

- 

1 

- 

- 

Malaria 

35 

- 

'  1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Ac  •  Poliom3'’eli  tis 

-  ; 

1 

- 

- 

5 

- 

3 

7 

- 

- 

Pemphigus 

Neonatorum 

2 

WM 

- 

:  2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Salmonella 

Infection 

~ 

1 

- 

- 

4 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Jaundice 

- 

3 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Pood  Poisoning 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

2 

1 

TOTAL 

224 

241 

:592 

:252 

518 

164 

641 

263 

980 

187 
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12.  TUBERCULOSIS. 


39  new  cases  of  Tuberculosis  were  notified  dioring  the 
year,  (18  Males,  21  Females).  The  majority  (3l)  of 
these  cases  were  clinically  Tuberculosis  of  the  lungs 
and  the  remainder  (S)  Tuberculosis  of  other  parts  of 
the  body.  Ton  oases  included  in  the  above  figure 
were  patients  who  had  uioved  into  the  district  after 
the  diagnosis  had  been  made. 

The  age  >  L-'tribution  of  the  cases  entered  on  the 
register,  localisaticn  of  the  disease  and  deaths  from 
Tuberculosis  during  1952  were  as  follows 


EEW  CASES. 

DEATHS. 

; 

AGE 

PERT  O’i  '<  > 

RESPIRATORY. 

1  NON-RESPIRATORI.: 

RESP 

IRATORY.: 

NON-RESPIRATORi 

Mo 

i  F, 

•  M. 

i  F.  ! 

M. 

F.  i 

M. 

i . F, . i 

0-1 

«  •  •  > 

1  - 

- 

i 

1  -  i 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5  - 

- 

i  2 

i  1  i 

- 

- 

- 

15  - 

5 

1  ^ 

1  1 

mm 

- 

1  -  i 

25  - 

2 

I  7 

I  1 

i  3  1 

- 

- 

- 

I  -  i 

35 

3 

\ 

i  ^ 

1  1 

tm 

- 

- 

- 

i  -  i 

45 

- 

j  1 

;  1 

i 

1 

- 

- 

1  “  i 

55 

3 

1  1 

- 

:  -  i 

•• 

- 

- 

j  -  i 

65 

“j 

- 

i 

i  -  i 

- 

2  i 

- 

i  2  ; 

All  :lges 

14 

I  17 

1  ^ 

1  4  i 

1 

2  ; 

- 

i  2  1 

31 

8  i 

3  1 

2  1 

39 

i 

5 

i 

lif. 


The  number  of*  cases  still,  oit  the  Tuhex'calos.i s  Register  at  the 
end  of  the  year  vrere:- 


;  MAUeS, 

PEMLES, 

TOTAL,  ; 

Rilmonary 

i  165 

163 

328  i 

Non- Pulmonary 

I  59 

55 

114  ! 

Total 

1  224 

218 

442  1 

On  receipt  of  a  notification  of  Tuberculosis  the  housing 
conditions,  milk  supply, ,  are  investigated  in  collaberation 
with  the  Chest  Physician  and  i/here  necessary  appropriate 
recomnerxlation  made  to  the  Housing  Committee* 

The  incidence  of  new  cases  of  Tuberculosis  brought  to  the 
notice  o.?  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  dixring  19h3~1952 
inclusive  is  given  in  the  following  table 


1943  I 

192(41 

1945 

1946 

1947 

1948  i 

1949 

1950  i 

1951  ; 

1952 

15  i 

13  i 

ii 

'8 

11 

16  •: 

13 

24  i 

19  •; 

14 

PULMONARY 

1 

; 

. ; 

19  i 

9  ; 

13 

6 

16 

16  i 

18 

10  1 

20  i 

17 

NON- 

11  : 

"4 . r 

3 . 

2 

. 6" 

. 3  ’I 

. 3” 

•  -  '1 

— 

4 

PULMONAilRY 

* 

: 

• 

10  i 

4  i 

3 

6 

3 

4  1 

5 

4  ; 

5  I 

4 

TOTAL 

55  i 

30  I 

30 

22 

36 

39  I 

39 

40  i 

24  i 

39 

MSS  MPIOCILAH- 


a 


During  ly^2  the  Pljmiouth  unit  of  the  Mass  Radiography  Service 
visited  Topslaim*  An  endeavour  was  made  to  make  this  survey  as 
comprehensive  as  possible  and  the  County  Medical  Officer  utilized 
the  services  of  the  Assistant  County  Medical  Officers,  Health 
Visitors  and  District  Nurses  to  carry  out  extensive  propaganda 
which  included  house  to  house  canvassing*  Altogether  66/’cof  the 
population  of  the  Parish  were  X-i^ayod  -  an  excellent  response.  Of 
the  2,238  persons  Xoayed,  1  male  .and  11  females  wore  classified  as 
cases  requiring  to  bo  follov/ed  up. 
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12.  N  ATIOMAL  HEALTH  SERVICE  ACT. 

The  HeQ.l"th  Seirvices  prova.dod.  "by  Ihe  Tjooj-iI  H  eallh  iiui'.ho'‘lx'i'ty 
(Devon  Qounly  Council)  under  part  and  IXI  of*  the  Aot  as  applno- 
ahle  to  your  District  arc  briefly  set  out  below. 

P/J^T  II. 

(a)  PIOSPIT/J;  FA03:Li:TIi*;s 

(i)  General. 

The  Rural  District  is  well  served  by  the  follov.lng  hospitals 

1.  Royal  Devon  and  Exeter  Hospital,  Southernhay  East,  Exeter. 

320  beds,  (Tel;No:  2261) 

2.  Princess  Elizabeth  Orthopaedic  Hospital,  Buckorell  Bore,  Exeter. 

115  beds,  (Tol.'No:  54217) 

3.  V/est  of  England  Eye  Infirmary,  Magdalen  Street,  Exeter. 

62  beds  (T  el:  No:  3183) 

4.  Exmouth  Cottage  Hospital,  Claremont  Grove,  Exmouth. 

39  beds  and  4  cots  (Tel:NO;  438l) 

5.  Budleigh  Salteston  Cott..ag.G  Hospital, 

22  bods  (Tel:No:  20) 

The  Plastic  Surgery  centre  for  Devon  is  held  at  the  Royal 
Devon  and  Exeter  Hospital  on  the  2nd  Thursday  in  each  month  from 
9.30.  a.m.  to  12.30.  Mr.  Pitz-Gibbons  and  Mr.  Bodenham-  oi’  "the  South 
Western  Regional  Hospital  Board  attend. 

(ii)  Mat emity. 

1.  Poltimoro  Nursing  H  ome,  10  beds  . 

2.  Redhills  House,  St.  Thomas,  Exeter. 

3.  The  Royal  Devon  and  Exeter  Hospital  for  complicated  or  difficult 

cases . 

(iii)  Isolation. 

Cases  of  infectious  dis erases  are  admitted  to  the  Isolation 
Hospital,  ^,^/hipton  (Tel:No:  Exeter  67158)  as  in  previous  years 

I  should  like  to  again  record  my  sincere  appreciation  for 
the  ready  help  and  co-operation  given  to  me  at  all  times  by  the  Medical 
Superintendant  ’and  Staff  of  that  hospital. 

(iv)  Smallpox. 

A  smallpox  hospital  of  28  beds  situated  at  Upton  Pyno  and 
administered  by  th  e  Regional  Hospital  Board  is  available  in  case  of 
need  (Tel:No:  Stoke  Canon  207) 

Should  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health  require  the  seiariceso 
of  a  consultant  arrangements  have  been  made  to  call  upon 

Name  Address  Telephone 


Seward,  Dr.C. 

20,  West  Southernhay, 

Day 

Exeter 

Night 

Exraouth 

Exeter. 

2110 

4120 

Laird,  Dr.W.J.- 

City  Hospital, 

Exotef ' 

Exetef 

Exeter. 

2671 

3116 

16. 


(b)  l;j30ratory  facilities. 

Bactjeriological  and  serological  •  examinations  are  carried  out 
at  the  Public  .Health  Laboratory,  7,Dix's  Field,  Exeter,  under  the 
'direction  of  Dr.  B. Moore,  whose  ready  co-operation  and  help  I  wish  to 
acknowledge. 

(c)  VEHBRE/iL  DISEASE. 


Under  the  present  scheme  free  advice  and  treatment  is  available 
to  all  persons  at  the  following  centre 


Exeter 


Royal  Devon  and 
Exeter  Hospital 

P/iRT  III 


Males 


Pema.lcs 


Hon.  3  -  5  p.m.  Mon.  6-7  p.m. 
Pri.  6  --8  p.m.  Pri.  3  -  5  p.m. 


Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children. 


Under  the  Devon  County  Council  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Scheme 
infant  welfare  centres  are  held  at:- 


(1)  The  Council  School,  Alphihgton  on  the  2nd  and  4th  Wednesdays 
of  each  month  from  2  p.m.  to  5  p.m.  Dr.  Walker  attends. 

(2)  The  Girl  Guides  Room,  Broadclyst  on  the  1st  and  3rd  Thurs¬ 
days  from  2  p.m.  to  5  p.m.  Dr.  Lockhart  attends  on  the  first  Thursday 
of  each  month. 


(3)  The  Shack,  Slewton,  T/himple  on  the  1st  and  3rd  Thursdays 

from  2  p.m. to  5  p.m.  Dr.  Walker  attends  on  the  3rd  Thursdays  only. 

(4)  The  School  Room,  Kenton  on  the  1st  and  3rd  Tuesdays  from 

2  p.m.  to  5  p.m.  attended  by  Dr.  Walker  on  the  1st  Tuesdays  only. 

(5)  The  Memorial  Hall  Tops ham  on  the  2nd  and  4th  Thursdays 
from  2  p.m.  to  5  p.m.  attended  bj'-  Dr.  Walker. 

During  the  year  the  following  attendances  were  made 


Mothers  Infants  1-5  years 


irai'isn 

-f-  ; 

+ 

+ 

Alphington 

328 

37 

246 

33 

129 

9 

Broadclyst 

289 

30 

187 

27 

173 

9 

■''/himple 

254 

15 

101 

13 

229 

3 

Kenton 

225 

15 

113 

17 

197  ■ 

1 

Lympstone 

163 

18 

133 

21 

63 

0 

Tops ham 

455 

53  ! 

334 

4-6 

212 

10 

(  +  columns  denote  attendances  for  the  first  time) 


REPORT  0?  TIB  SURVEYOR  AND  CHIEF  S;RTrT;iRY  HTSPECTOR 


The  Surveyor  and.  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  (lir.  ^/’.T-ILawker)  has 
kindly  submitted  the  following  report 


1.  DRAINAGE. 


(i)  Existing  properties. 


Premises  connected  to  sewer  . 

Premises  redrainod  and  septic  tanks  provided  . . 

Bail  closets  converted  to  water  closets  . 

Paths  provided  ...  ...  ...  .«.  •••  •• 

Sinks  provided  . 

Ivliscellaneous  drainage  work . 


26 

54 

72 

45 

43 

80 


(i 


i) 


New  houses  and  other  buildings  (  not  including  Council  houses) 


Connected  to  sewer  .  20 

Connected  to  septic  tanks  .  25 

2.  WATER  SUPH-IES. 

Total  number  of  houses  connected  to  water  mains 

at  the  end  of  1952  ...  ...  4180 

Total  number  of  houses  obtaining  water  from 

standpipes  at  end  of  1  952  .  1  61 

Number  of  houses  connected  to  public  mains 

during  the  year  (  including  Council  houses)  262 
Number  of  water  samples  sent  for  bacteriological 

analysis  during  the  year  .  113 

As  a  main  piped  water  supply  has  now  boon  laid  in  the  northern 
part  of  the  Din  trie  t,  a  sur^/ey  of  the  existing  wells  in  that  part  of 
the  District  was  under talcen.  The  results  of  the  analyses  was  as 
follows 


Parish 

No.  of  samples 
taken 

resiilt  j 

satisfactory! 

result 

unsatisfactory 

Bramford  Speke 

19 

. !' 

6  ■; 

13 

Netherexe 

1 

1  ; 

- 

Stoke  Canon 

5 

5  ; 

- 

Upton  lyne 

o 

2  ; 

i 

The  results  of  all  the  samples  taken  for  bacteriologal  analysis 
by  the  Sanitary  Inspector's  staff  is  tabulated  below. 


Class 

Piped  supplies  i! 

Well 

supplies 

Public 

i  Private  i; 

Public 

Private 

I 

11 

;  3  ; Satisfactory 

10 

23 

II 

- 

'  -  ;;  Doubtful 

5 

4 

III 

1 

Unsatis- 

IV 

2 

;  5  factory 

20 

31 

Total 

14 

;  6  ;; 

35 

58 
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5.  SEWER/iG-E 

The  follo'v%-ing  extensions  of  sewers  were  cai'riod  out  during 
the  year:- 

(a)  Chudleigh  Road,  .'ilphington-  585  yards 

No.  of  properties  'W’ithin  100  feet  of  extension  ...  21 

No.  of  properties  connected  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

No.  of  properties  not  yet  connected  ...  ...  11 

Informal  notices  have  "been  served  on  the  owners  of  ten 
properties  where  the  existing  dra  inage  was  found  to  he  unsatis¬ 
factory. 

(h)  Oottles  Lane,  ^^'oodhury  -  950  yards. 

No.  of  i^roporties  within  100  feet  of  extension  ...  18 

No.  of  properties  connected  .  7 

No.  of  properties  not  yet  connected .  11 

Inforraal  notices  have  been  served  on  the  owners  of  three 
properties  where  the  existing  drainage  was  found  to  be  unsatis¬ 
factory. 

4.  INFECTIOUS  n.rbEASES. 

Nnquiiies  made  in  connection  with  cases  of  infectious 

diseases  . .  lOO 

Visits  re  disinfections  . . .  . .  39 

Number  of  houses  fumigated  . .  7 

5.  FOOD  /M)  DRUGS  ACT  1938 

(a)  Catering  Eremises.  Under  this  heading  come  various  types  of  promises 
and  hereunder  aie  listed  those  to  which  controls  are  applicable  in  this 
District,  together  with  the  number  of  inspections  carried  out. 

Restaurants  (Cafes)  Number  in  the  District  ...  ...  38 

Of  these  two  are  primarily  transport  cafes  and  one  other  caters  for 
both  general  custom  and  a  separate  section  for  transport  drivers. 

Number  of  inspections  made  .....  33 

It  is  very  desirable  that  more  inspections  of  these  premises 
be  carried  out,  the  minimum  number  during  summer  months  being  one 
per  month  and  in  the  winter  one  per  quarter.  The  reason  for  such 
inspections  is  to  ensure  cleanliness  not  only  of  the  premises,  utensils, 
cutlery,  crockery  etc.  but  of  the  persons  handling  or  serving  food, 
and  with  the  additional  (  sometimes  inexperienced)  casual  help 
employed  during  the  summer  months  more  inspections  are  necessary  in 
that  period  of  the  year. 

Guest  Houses  or  Boarding  Establishments. 

Number  in  the  District  ' .  46 

Number  of  inspections  made  .  0 

Most  of  this  type  of  business  is  average*  sised  houses  whose 
occupiers  cater  chiefly  for  summer  visitors,  and  in  fact  the  majority 
of  them  are  in  parishes  near  the  seaside  resorts.  The  number  of  such 
premises  may  be  greater  than  the  figures  quoted  but  only  46  have 
actually  applied  for  catering  licences. 
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Snack  Caterin.p;. 

Number  in  the  District  .  43. 

Number  of  inspections  made  .  11. 

These  are  mainly  Inns  or  Public  nouses  which  supply  a 
sandwich,  sausage  roll  or  cake  with  the  customers  ale 

Norks  Canteens. 


.  Number  in  the  District  . .  16. 

Nimiber  of  inspectior"  .  3. 

School  Canteens  or Feeding  Centres . 

Number  in  thee  District  . .  ...  41 

Number  of  inspections  made  .  5. 

In  tnis  type  of  catering  premises  only  the  larger  schools 
have  the  food  prepared  on  the  premises,  to  the  smaller  schools  the 
food  is  brought  (  often  cooked  at  a  nearby  larger  school  or  cooking 
depot)  and  is  conveyed  in  large  hay  box  type  containers.  The 
premises  are  well  organised  and  supervised  by  the  Education 
.mriu-ctee's  own  supervisors,  and  in  general  there  is  not  a  great  deal 
of  ’^eed  for  frequent  inspections  by  our  officials.  Nevex’fcheless  an 
occasional  visit  is  made. 

Clubs  or  Institutions, 


Number  in  the  District  ...  .  35 

Niimber  of  inspections  made  ...  . .  •  7 

This  is  a,  particularly  difficult  type  of  catering  premise  S‘ 
to  inspect  it  is  occasional  and  contains  a  variety  of  organisations 
e.g.  ‘Youth  Clubs,  Cricket,  Tennis,  Sailing  Clubs,  ’^^omens  Institutes 
and  Church  or  Chapel  Social  Committees.  Unless  one  is  well 
aquainted  with  the  various  activities  of  every  parish  it  is  difficult 
to  ins  pect  when  active  catering  is  in  operation.  Inspections  only 
ensure  that  the  IcLtchens  are  suitably  equipped  -and  clean,  and  every 
facility  such  as  appliances  for  producing  a  good  and  constant  supply 
of  hot  water  aro  available  for  use,  and  that  in  all  respects  Section 
13  of  the  Act  is  complied  with. 

In  all  the  above  mentioned  categories  of  premises  the  number 
of  inspections  falls  far  short  of  the  desired  number  to  ensure 
adequate  supervision  of  general  food  hygiene,  the  chief  reasons  being 

that  in  this  large  District  premises  are  very  widely  scattered  and 
as  most  of  the  businesses  are  carried  out  in  the  summef  when  many 
factors  cause  the  inspectorate  to  have  additional  duties  in  other 
directions,  such  as 

Inspect  ion  of  Ice  Cream  premises  and  sampling. 

Inspection  of  camping  sites. 

Strict  supervision  of  refuse  tips  to  prevent  nuisances. 

and  furthermore  the  staff  suffers  a  temporay  reduction  through 
annual  holidays 
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(b )  Other  Food  Premises, 


Grocers  (including  Greengrocers)  in  the  District  ...  97* 

Number  of  inspections  .  ...  ...  38 

Bakehouses  and  Bakers  shops  .  ...  24 

Number  of  inspections  made  .  ...  26 

Butchers  shops  ...  ...  ...  .  ...  25 

Number  of  inspections  made  ...  .  ...  30 


Slaughterhouses  . .  * .  ...  6 

Number  of  notifications  of  slaughter  ...  ...  0 

Number  of  inspections  ...  ...  .  ...  0 

Pish  shops  (wet  and  dried  fish)  .  ...  6 

Number  of  inspections  .  ...  ...  ...  7 


Public  Houses  ... 
Number  of  inspections 


82 

15 


(c)  Food  Condemned. 

i'lssorted  foodstuffs 

Dates  ...  ...  .. 

Cheese  ...  ...  .. 

lamb  ...  ...  .. 

Cooked  hams  ... 

Sirloin  ... 

Beef  .,.  ...  .. 

Pig's  carcase  and  offal 


♦  • 


. . .  1 ^  93O2  lbs . 

(  1,021  tins) 

. . .  280  lbs , 

•  •  •  5  llos  • 

. . .  48.1-  lbs . 

. • .  9^  lbs# 

• • •  11  lbs • 

. . .  142-^  lbs . 

. . .  300  lbs. 


Total  2 , 726|  lbs 


6.  ICE  OREM. 

Number  of  premises  registered  .  79. 

Number  of  premises  registered  but  not  retailing  5. 

Number  of  premises  selling  pre-packed  ice  cream  73. 

Number  of  premises  selling  loose  ice  cream  only  1. 

ZMUrnber  of  premises  selling  loose  and  pre-packed  4. 

Number  of  manufacturers  (one  cold  mix-  1  pasteurised)  2. 


It  is  to  be  noted  that  the  number  of  retailers  continues  to  increase 
each  year.  During  the  year  106  visits  were  made  to  registered  premises 
and  71  samples  were  taken  (  see  tabulated  statement  below).  As  in  the 
previous  year  by  far  the  largest  amount  of  ice  vream  retailed  in  the 
District  is  manufactured  outside  the  aree..  In  addition  about  12  mobile 
vans  operate  under  the  control  of  manufacturers  and  retailers  in 
Exeter,  Exmouth  and  Budleigh  Salterton  mainly. 

Results  of  samples  and  comparative  results  of  previous  years ;- 


1952 

1951 

1950 

1949 

1948 

1947 

Grade  .1 .  53 

94 

58 

22 

7 

7 

74.65t 

70.68?^ 

54. 20^ 

45.82'^ 

33.34^ 

20.00/^ 

Grade 

2.  12 

16 

32 

6 

4 

9 

17.0^ 

12.03^ 

30.00^ 

12.50^ 

19.00^ 

25.66^ 

Grade 

3.  4 

16 

11 

10 

3 

12 

56.0’^ 

12.03^ 

10. 20^ 

20.84^ 

14.32^ 

34.34;^ 

Grade 

4.  2 

7 

6 

10 

7 

7  ' 

2.80^ 

5.26:!^ 

5.6^ 

20.84^ 

33.34^ 

20.00^ 

The  percentage  of  samples  in  Grade  1.  continues  to  increase  and 
similarly  those  falling  in  Grades  3  and  4  to  decrease 


21. 


7.  mLX-iND  DAIRISS  RT^GULilTIONS  .1  949 


Number  of  milk  distributors  in  the  District  . . . 
(10  of  which  have  premises  outside  the  District) 

Number  of  dairies  in  the  District  . 

Number  of  inspections  made  .  .... 

N  limber  of  samples  of  milk  taken  ...  .... 

Number  of  producer/ro tailors  ...  .... 


28 

18 

24 

15 

163 


Of  the  15  sarniilos  of  milk  which  were  taken,  6  wore  subjected 
to  the  guinea,  pig  test  and  all  proved  negative;  13  passed  the 
methylene  blue  tost  and  2  failed. 


One  of  the  dairies  in  the  District  was  found  to  be  in  such  a 
state  as  to  be  totally  unsuitable.  Owing  to  the  excessive  dampness 
fungus  etc.  was  growing  on  the  walls,  a.nd  the  building  was  ineffect¬ 
ively  drained.  As  it  vrould  not  bo  easy  to  bring  the  building  up 
to  the  required  standards  the  oraer  has  been  persuaded  to  erect  a 
new  dairy  and  the  work  is  in  hand. 

Notices  served  under  the  Regulations  .  ,,,  4. 

Numb  or  abat  cd  ...  ...  ...  ...  ..  ...  ...  2. 


Section  20.  A  report  was  received  from  the  County  Medical 
Officer  that  a  sample  of  milk  taken  from  a  producer/retailer  had  been 
submitted  for  biological  examination  and  had  proved  positive  for 
tuberculosis.  Immediate  action  was  taken  by  serving  a  notice  by 
hand  on  the  dairympoi  restraining  him  from  selling  milk  produced 
from  his  herd  as  raw  milk  and  ordering  him  to  have  such  milk 
XJasteurised  or  heat  treated.  .'xrangements  were  mad.e  ivith  Messrs 
Hammetts  Ltd.  of  Exeter  to  take  the  milk  from  this  farm  and 
pasteurise  same  until  they  received  further  notice.  The  Veterinary 
Officer  of  the  Ministry  of  Aiv-.riculture  and  Fisheries  (/Uiimal  Health 
Division)  made  tests  of  all  the  cows  in  the  Vierd.  /ifter  approx¬ 
imately  six  weeks  the  samples  taken  proved  negative.  It  transpired 
that  after  the  original  sample  a  milch  cow  had  been  sold  from  the 
herd.  By  contacting  the  auctioneer  we  were  able  to  discover  where 
this  cow  had  gone  and.  it  is  possiblethat  that  animal  was  the  culprit 
but  as  it  was  soldi,  into  another  district  we  were  not  informed  if 
this  was  a  fact.  The  notice  on  the  dairyman  was  withdrawn  as  soon 
as  the  herd  was  proved  not  to  be  excreting  tubercle  bacilli  in 
the  milk. 

8.  M0VEj~‘3LE  D^^dCLL-INGS.  Public  H  ealth  Act,  1936-8eGt . 269. 


During  the  year  there  were  28  new  supplications  to  license 
sites  under  the  above  Act,  of  which  20  were  granted  and  8  refused. 

In  add.ition  13  apfilications  for  renewal  were  received,  12  being 
granted  and  1  refused..  During  the  year  there  were  68  licences 
in  operation,  55  of  which  he.d  been  issued  for  periods  of  more  than 
12  months.  The  number  of  licences,  expiring  at  the  end  of  the  year 
was  38  and  20  inspections  of  sites  were  carried,  out. 

Sites  for  moveable  dwellings  are  becoming  more  numerous  and 
scattered  every  year  and  with  the  shortage  of  housing  accommodation 
still  prevailing  the  fact  that  quite  a  number  of  i.)eoplc  have  become 
so  used,  to  such  a  mode  of  living  that  they  will  continue  to  do  so, 
and.  probably  persuade  others  to  d.o  likewise.  Therefore  it  is  most 
likely  that  sites  will  continue  to  increase  and  become  so  numerous 
as  to  make  it  difficult  to  exercise  proper  control  and  in  fact  this 
is  already  being  felt  in  this  District. 
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TViere  are  at  pronant  gIx  lax'ge  caravan  sites  in  this 
District  viz:- 


Alphington,  The  Firs,  Baker's  Hill  .  16. 

do.  "Devonia"  Pocomho  f^uarry  .  .  .  80. 

Tops ham,  Newport  Park,  .  90. 

Otterton,  Carter's  Field,  .  25. 

do.  Ladram  Bay  Cafe,  .  ..  ...  .20 • 

Tethum  St.  Mary,  'The  Red  Indian'  . 100. 


The  two  fields  at  Otterton  are  licensed  for  summer  use  only. 
The  Tethum  St.  Ife-ry  site  is  not  licensed  on  account  of  the  omer 
being  a  member  of  the  Caravan  Club.  All  the  above  mentioned  sites 
have  been  given  temporary  approval  under  the  Town  and  Country 
Planning  Act. 

Improvements  carried  out  during  the  year  at  certain  of 
the  large  sites  were  as  follows 


Alphington,  Pocombe  Quarry-  Main  drainage  and  mains  water 
were  laid  on  to  the  site  and  slop  water  gullies  provided  at  many 
points.  Six  sanitary  accommodation  blocks  were  erected  on  the  site 
each  block  containing  5  '^hC's  for  females  and  2  N.C's  and  urinal 
for  males.  The  roads  were  maid  up  to  provide  a  good  approach  to  all 
caravans . 

Topsham,  Newport  PArk-  A  sanitary  block  was  constructed 
on  the  site  and  the  roads  made  up  to  provide  a  good  approach  to 
caravans. 

9.  REFUSE  COLLFCTl'ON  :'M>  DISPOSAL. 

The  comprehensive  collection  of  refuse  throughout  the  District 
cantinued  to  function  satisfactorily,  although  it  must  be  borne  in 
mind  that  the  number  of  developed  sites  and  individual  houses,  flats 
etc.  which  have  been  erected  in  the  five  years  since  the  commencement 
of  the  scheme  have  added  considerably  to  the  amount  of  work  entailed. 

Number  of  inspections  regarding  refuse  collection  . . .  118 

ho.  do.  do.  refuse  disposal  . . .  548 

The  disposal  of  household  refuse  has  been  by  controlled 
tipping  at  the  folloi^ving  places 

Chris tow-  This  tip  will  last  for  a  number  of  years  as  it 
serves  only  a  small  area,  i.e.  Bridford,  Christow(part )  and  Dunsford. 

Topsham  -  Due  to  a  request  of  the  Parish  Council  to  reclaim 
a  further  portion  of  land  about  12  months  more  tipping  space  became 
available  but  this  will  be  completed  about  the  middle  of  1953.  This'' 
tip  takes  refuse  from  Bicton,  Colaton  Raleigh,  East  Budleigh,  V'^oodbury, 
Lympstone,  Exton,  Ebford,  Noodbury  Salterton,  Clyst  St. George,  Clyst 
St. Mary,  Otterton,  Farringdon,  Newton  Popplcford  and  /iylosbeare(part ) 

There  is  a  definite  and  urgent  need  for  another  site  some- 
v;here  in  the  centre  of  this  area  and  also  for  one  near  Topsham. 

WoodbTiry  -  As  estimated  last  year  this  tip  was  completed 
early  in  the  year. 

Starcross  -  This  tip  will  last  several  more  years,  but  due  to 
the  fact  that  there  are  two  cottages  very  near  the  tip  a  great  deal 
of  attention  and  a  largo  quantity  of  covering  material  is  necessary 
to  avoid  causing  a  nuisance.  This  tip  takes  refuse  from  Exminster 
(part)  Starcross,  Fenton,  Mamhead  and  iishcombe. 
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Exminster.  This  tip  was  set  on  fire  (probably  maliciously) 
in  July  last,  tipping  was  switched  to  a  new  part  of  the  site  and  again 
the  same  thing  happened  with  the  result  that  the  tip  is  still  burning. 
This  tip,  which  will  last  longer  than  expected,  takes  refuse  from 
Exmins tor, (part ) ,  Alpbington,  Ide,  Xenford,  Shillingford,  Dunchideock, 
Doddiscombsloigh,  Tetburn  St. Mary,  Upton  T^ne,  Rewo,  Netherexe,  Stoke 
Canon,  Bramford  Speke,  Pinhoe,  Broadclyst,  i^imple,  .'lylesbeare  (-part), 
Rockbeare,  Koniton  Clyst,  Clyst  Hydon,  Clyst  St. Lawrence  and 
Poltimore. 

Broadclyst.  )  Proposed  tip  at  /jshclyst  Earm,  Westwood  - 
Negotiations  were  commenced  regarding  this  site  during  the  latter 
part  of  the  year.  TTien  actually  acquired  it  should  serve  for  the 
parishes  of  Broadclyst,  "Tiimple,  Clyst  St.Lai.^'rence,  Clyst  H  ydon, 
Pinhoe,  Poltimore,  Rockbeare  and  part  of  ..ylesbeare. 


10.  S;J;VAGE. 


The  demand  for  paper  salvage  has  declined  as  envisaged  during 
the  latter  part  of  1951.  Naturally  prices  obtained  for  same  have 
also  fallen,  and  therefore  no  special  drive  was  made  during  the  year 
under  review,  but  the  scheme  for  collecting  salvage  has  not  been 
ab.nndoned  and  any  paper  put  out  by  householders  etc.  has  been 
collected.  Although  only  52  tons  were  disposed  of  and  we  wore  left 
with  between  20  and  25  tons  on  our  hands  at  the  end  of  the  year  the 
demand  was  improving  slightly  and  it  was  expected  that  this  stock 
would  be  considerably  reduced  early  in  1953, 

The  following  table  compares  the  amount  of  materials 
collected  in  1951  and  1952  with  the  respective  receipts i~ 


1951 


Materials 

T. 

c. 

0. 

lbs 

£. 

s  • 

d. 

"%ste  paper 

80 

16 

1,314 

3 

8 

Scrap  metal 

8 

2 

3 

17 

45 

16 

2 

Rags 

17 

3 

- 

22 

3 

9 

Total 

89 

16 

2 

17 

1,382 

'Z 

7 

. . . 

1952 

Materials 

T. 

c. 

Q. 

lbs 

£>• 

s. 

d. 

Waste  paper 

52 

2 

559 

6 

10 

Scrap  metal 

3 

15 

1 

5 

23 

10 

10 

Rags 

13 

2 

- 

12 

3 

0 

Total 

56 

9 

1 

5 

595 

0 

8 

11.  HOUSING. 

In  the  post  war  years  379  new  Council  houses  have  been  erected 
up  to  the  end  of  the  year  1952  and  during  the  yee^r  1953  about  300 
more  will  become  available.  It  would  appear  that  the  large  number 
erected  will  have  catered  for  all  the  people  who  have  been  badly  housed 
in  the  District.  However,  I  feel  that  many  allocations  only  pro¬ 
vided  separate  dwellings  for  those  people  who  were  living  in  rooms 
with  relatives  etc.  and  did  not  in  the  main  touch  the  fringe  of  the 
badly  housed.  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  it  is  desirable  that  a 
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comprehonsivc  housing  survey  be  carried  out  to  learn  the  real  need 
for  more  houses  to  re-house  those  living  in  sub-standard  and  very 
defective  houses.  ^’dien  these  families  are  re-housed  efforts  can 
be  made  under  the  Housing  Acts  to  deal  with  the  empty  properties 
where  possible,  getting  the  partially  unfit  houses  put  in  good  order 
and  the  totally  unfit  houses  demolished. 

Council  Houses-  Houtine  Inspections.  The  scheme  which  wass 
commenced  during  the  latter  part  of  1951  has  been  completed  in  the 
year  under  review.  The  reason  for  the  inspections  was  to  try  and 
effect  an  economy  in  repairs,  renovations  and  decorations  to  Council 
houses,  and  to  ensure  that  such  work  is  carried  out  on  sites  cn 
bloc.  The  tenants  are  notified  of  the  day  and  approximate  time 
of  inspections  thus  facilitating  entry. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  all  the  sites  and  the  number  of 
houses  inspected  together  with  the  classification  of  tenants :- 


Total  No.  of  Classification 

houses  inspected  . ;• 


:  Excellent 

Very  good 

Good 

Pair 

Poor 

670 

158 

275 

107 

109 

21 

24;^ 

41;^ 

16" 

16;^ 

3" 

Definition  of  classification 

Excellent  =  Decorations  and  furnishing  perfect  and  tenant 

obviously  house-^ proud. 

Very  Good  =  Perhaps  through  lack  of  means  not  quite  up 

to  "Excellent”  standard. 

Good  =  Decorations  fair  and  house  kept  clean  and  tidy. 

Pair  =  Decorations  not  too  good  and  house  not  too  clean. 

Poor  =  Decorations  shabby,  housewife  evidently  poor 

manager,  careless  etc. 


Maintenance  of  Council  houses. 


Parish 


No.  of 
houses 


Aylesbeare 
Bramford  Speke 
Croft  Cotts. 
Broadpark 
(pre-war) 


6 

5 

4 


■■’ork  ca.rried  out. 


External  painting  carried  out  during  Hay 


Mains  water  supplied,  flushing  cisterns  to  "GC's 
Mains  water  supplied,  pail  closets  converted 
to  W.C's  and  necessary  drains  laid 


Chris tow 

8 

External  painting  carried 

out  in  Sept/Oct. 

Clyst  St. Mary 

6 

do. 

May. 

East  Budleigh 

8 

do. 

June. 

Exininster 

Harpford 

16 

do. 

Sept/Oct. 

School  Lane 

16 

do. 

June/Sept . 

18, Hillside 

18 

do.  (cills 

only)  Sept. 

Lymps  tone 

16 

do. 

Aug/Sept. 

Otter ton 

12 

do. 

June/July. 

Rewe 

8 

Mains  water  supplied,  pail  closets  converted 

(Latchmore) 

to  W.C's  and  necessary  dra  ins  laid 

Shilligford 

2 

External  painting  carried 

out  in  Aug. 

Contd. 
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I.taintaimnoG  of  Council  hpuses.  Contd. 


1  Parish 

:  No.  of 

'Work  carried  out  : 

;  hous  es 

:  Sowton 

■  4 

;  External 

painting  c.ofried 

out 

in  July/Aug. ; 

;  Stoke  Canon 

i  ^ 

;  Main  water  supplied. 

;  Tops ham 

;  8 

;  External 

painting  carried 

out 

in  August.  i 

;  Upton  i^ne 

j  4 

J 

do. 

Aug/Sept. 

:  (Cowley) 

i 

j  Elites  tone 

•  4 

do. 

xlug/Sept.  1 

1  Woodbury 

j  34 

> 

do. 

June/Sox-^t.  ! 

;  Woodbury 

i 

!  Salterton 

:  4 

i 

do. 

June. 

Niuntaer  of  inapections  of  Coiincil  houses  for  all  purposes-  2,179 
12.  FLAMING. 

The  folloTk’ing  tables  show  uindor  what  headings  a  total  of  550 
plans  were  submitted  during  the  year.  It  will  be  appreciated  that 
many  such  approvals  were  sought  under  both  To-'aTi  and  Country  Planning 
and  Bye-lavrs  and  in  consequence  come  under  more  than  one  heading* 

It  should  also  be  noted  that  the  tables  give  only  a  picture  of 
actual  approvals  in  the  twelve  months  and  many  plans  submitted  had 
not  been  finally  approved  at  the  end  of  the  year  but  were  carried 
over  to  1953. 


Bye-laws  only 


Drainage 


Additions 

47 


Conversions 

20 


G^irages 

26 


Others 

5 


Planning  only. 

Sites  Access  Petrol 
69  20  7 

Planning  and  Bye-la.ws. 


Temporary  Others 

Advts .  Caravans 

26  39  103 


New  houses  Now  buildings  Conversions  I'^lats 

&  additions 

81  53  66 


Approved 

Bye-laws  Planning 
277  388 


Disapproved 
Bye-laws  Planning 

26  28 


Work  commenced  Foundations  Drainage  Completions 

117  73  44  75 

Visits  in  connection  with  plans  approved  before  1952:- 

Foundations  Drainage  Completions 

70  220  96 
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15.  CIVIL  BUILDING  LIGBN3ING. 


The  year  1952  saw  big  changes  in  the  licencing  position 
especie.lly  in  regard  to  the  number  of  licences  made  available  by  the 
Mnistry  for  the  erection  of  nevr  houses  etc.  compared  with  other 
post-vvar  years.  The  number  of  building  licences  issued  during  1952 
for  the  erection  of  new  dwellings  was  67.  Of  these,  56  were  in 
connection  with  the  1952  allocation.  The  total  number  of  dwellings 
authorised  to  bo  erected  by  these  licences  was  86. 

With  regard  to  general  licensing  for  alterations,  additions 
and  general  repairs  etc.  the  quota  for  the  year  remained  as  in  1951 
viz.  019,144.  In  July,  however,  the  Mnistry  raised  the  "free 
limit"  (that  is  work  that  may  be  done  without  a  licence)  from  UlOO 
to  .0500  for  private  houses  etc.,  and  from  0500  to  02y000  on 
designated  buildings  such  as  farm  buildings,  factories  etc.  This 
raising  of  the  "free  limit"  on  private  dwellings  etc.  greatly  releived 
the  pressure  on  what  had  hitherto  been  a  very  inadequate  quota  for 
these  classes  of  works. 

14.  HOUSING  INSPECTIONS. 

The  work  of  the  department  under  these  headings  was  as 
follows : - 


New  buildings  inspected. 

Visits  re  foundations 

145 

do.  drainage 

264 

do.  completions 

171 

Other  visits 

208 

Public  Health  Acts. 

Houses  inspected 

68 

Visits  made 

155 

Informal  notices  served 

79  (abated 

64, 

in  hand  15) 

Statutary  notices  served 

1  (abated 

0, 

in  hand  0 ) 

Verminous  premises  inspected 

5 

Visits  m>ade 

5 

Disinfestations 

5 

Housing  Acts. 

Hoiises  inspected 

57 

Visits  made 

56 

No.  reported  as  being  not 

in  all 

repects  fit,  Sz  notices 

served 

12 

Demolition  orders  made 

r 

Houses  demolished 

•5 

Undertakings  accepted 

6 

Houses  repaired  and  made 

fit 

5 

Still  under  consideration 

5 
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FACTORIES  ACT,  1957  yid  1948 

1.  Inspections  for  p^irposcs  of  provision  as  to  health  (inclurlins 
inspections  male  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector). 


Number  of 

Number  on 

i  Premises 

register 

Inspect- 

Written 

Occupiers 

ions 

Notices 

prosecuted 

;(l)  Factories  in  which 
isections  1,2, 3, 4, 5,  and 
:6  are  to  be  enforced  by 
iLocal  Authorities 

48 

3 

1 

0 

(2)  Factories  not  included 
rfi  (1)  in  which  section 

7  is  enforced  by  the 

113 

50 

6 

0 

Local  Authority 

'(3)  Other  premises  in 
which  Section  7  is 

enforced  by  the  Loca  1 
Authority.  (Excluding 
ioutiA'orkers  premises). 

23 

31 

1 

0 

;  Total 

184 

84 

8 

0 

2.  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found. 


•  Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  ; Number  of 
were  found  leases  in 


Pound 


Want  of  cleanliness 

Ovgr,Q,rowding . 

Unreasonable  temperature 

Inadequate  ventilation  . 1 

Ineffective  drainage 
on  floors 

Sanitary  conveniences  ’ '  : 

(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 

defective  7 

(c)  Not  separate 

for  sexes 

Other  "off  one  es'agalhst  . 

the  Act  (not  includ¬ 
ing  offences  relating 
to  outwork. 


8 


;  Referred 

: which  pros-: 

Remedied 

: To  H.M. 

By  H.M. 

; ecutions  : 

iwere  insti-: 

Inspector 

Inspector 

: tuted 

3 

. . . 

. 

- . 

. 1 . 

■ . 1' 

4 

:  2 
f 

f 

!  4 

8 

3 

4 

Total 
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I  rom  nnrle'btG'l  the  jiJngineer,  Itr.  C. Howard  Fondlebury, 

B. Sc . , A-M. I.C .E. ,  A.M. I.Mech.E. , etc.  for  the  following  extracts 
from  his  jainual  Report  for  the  year  ending  31st  March  1953  and 
"Standing  Instructions  to  Employees'." 

DRAINAGE  SECTION. 

(a)  New  works  carried  out. 

Woodbury-  Cottles  Lane  Sewer  -  901  yards  of  6" sewer  have  been 
laid  by  contract  to  serve  the  whole  of  Cottles  Lane,  Woodbury. 

Exminster  Sewage  Pumping  Station  -  A  new  sewage  pumping 
station  on  the  site  of  the  old  air  lift  at  Sxminster  was  completed 
on  the  2nd  May  1953.  Pumping  is  now  carried  out  by  vertical 
centrifugal  Wallwin  pumps  in  duplicate  with  Noflote  control. 

The  station  is  entirely  automatic  in  operation,  and  the  old  reci¬ 
procating  pumps  and  engine  has  been  demolished. 

East  Budleigh  -  Relaying  of  Sewer.  90  yards  of  9"  sewer 
were  rolaid  by  direct  labour  at  the  rear  of  the  Post  Office. 

Council  Housing  Sewage  Treatment  Plants  -  Small  plants 
were  brought  into  commission  during  the  year  at  Yettington 
(4  houses)  and  Rewo  (8  houses)  The  treatment  plant  at  ’’^oodbury 
Salterton  was  found  to  bo  functioning  incorrectly  and  upon  examination 
it  was  discovered  that  the  filter  was  filled  with  brick  rubble  and 
other  rubbish  instead  of  correctly  graded  media.  This  defective 
work  was  removed  by  the  contractors  and  replaced  -vvith  the  correct 
material. 


Chris  tow  -  A  new  sewerage  scheme  and  sewage  disposal  works 
were  brought  into  commission  in  November  1952,  and  an  attendant 
was  engaged  to  look  after  these  works. 

(b)  Schemes  Prepared. 

Shillingford  -  A  9"sewer  to  serve  the  village  and  proposed 
Council  houses  together  with  a  small  treatment  plant  in  Puddle 
Meadow.  The  scheme  has  been  submitted  to  the  Ministry. 

Broadclyst,  Dog  Village  -  The  treatment  plant  at  Dog 
Village  is  approximately  62  times  overloaded,  and  a  scheme  to 
alleviate  this  at  a  cost  of  £550  has  been  prepared  and  forwarded 
to  the  Ministry. 

Lympstone  -  In  connection  with  the  building  of  the  Iferine 
houses,  a  comprehensive  drainage  survey  was  carried  out  of  Lympstone 
and  its  environs.  j\s  a  result  of  this  survey  it  appears  that 
with  the  possible  exception  of  one  short  length  of  6"  sewer,  the 
present  sewerage  system  should  be  adequate  for  some  time.  It 
should  be  appreciated  though  that  no  treatment  takes  pl0.ee  and 
sewage  is  discharged  crude  into  the  river. 
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WATERWQRJS  DSP;jlT!'tENT. 

(a)  Vforka  oarriod  out. 

Bicton  (Yettinston)  -  1^160  yards  of  4”  main  was  laid  from 
Bast  Budleigh  to  tho  new  Council  houses,  at  a  cost  of  ,92483  -  13  -  10, 
and  667  yards  of  4"  main  was  laid  from  the  Council  houses  at 
Yettington  to  Japonica  Cottage  at  the  end  of  tho  village. 

Bicton  House  -  1010  yards  of  3”  main  veas  laid  to  servo 

tho  Bicton  Farm  Institiite,  at  a  cost  of  61665  -  16  -  3. 

Lympstone  Admiralty  H  ousing  Water  Supply  -  2490  yards  of 

8”,  4",  and  3”  cast  iron  and  asbestos  cement  main  was  laid  to  serve 
the  Admiralty  Housing  site,  at  a  cost  of  95675. 

L3anpstone,  Creenhill  Avenue  -  39  yards  of  3"  main  was 

laid  by  direct  labour  as  an  extension  for  four  Council  houses. 

fenton,  Starcross  Water  Supply  -  On  instructions  received 
from  the  lUnistry  a  pH  treatment  plant  was  purchased  and  brought 
into  operation  at  Starcross.  The  water  is  treated  -ft-ith  approx¬ 
imately  1  cwt.  of  soda  ash  daily,  raising  the  pH  value  of  the 
water  from  5.5  to  7.1. 

Tops ham.  Retreat  Estate  -  50  yards  of  3"  main  together 

with  valves,  tees  etc.  was  laid  by  direct  labour  to  couple  up 
the  three  dead  ends  to  the  existing  three  inch  main. 

(b)  Schemes  prepared. 

Sowton  and  Clyst  Honiton  -  4386  yards  of  6” ,  4" ,  and  3”  cast 
iron  mains  to  supply  Sowton  and  Clyst  Honiton,  at  a  cost  of  99436.  3.  7. 

North  Regional  Water  Extensions  -  2109  yards  of  3”  main  at 
Jackmoor,  Bramford  Speke  and  Stoke  Cfinon  to  supply  area  not  covered 
by  the  original  scheme. 

East  Regional  Wat erSc heme  -  A  comprehensive  scheme  covering 
the  whole  of  the  Eastern  half  of  the  District  i.e.  151  miles  of 
3",  4”,  6", 9"  and  12"  mains,  at  a  cost  of  91,034,000. 

(c)  Chlorination  of  ^^/ater. 

Chlorinators  were  installed  as  follows 

Broadclyst 
Topsham  water  tower 
Woodbury  Salterton 
Bridford 
Marsh  G-reen 

In  connection  with  the  installation  of  new  mains  and  on  the 
advice  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Plealth,  a  standard  policy  has  been 
adopted  and  the  following  action  taken 

1.  Thoroughly  wash  out  tho  mains. 

2.  Pill  with  water  chlorinated  to  10  parts  per  million 

and  leave  to  stand  for  24  hours. 

3.  Drain  off  the  above  mentioned  water  and  re-charge  mains 

^\*ith  water  chlorinated  to  1  part  per  million. 

4.  Submit  sample  of  water  as  received  at  delivery  point 

to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  for  bacteriological 

examination. 
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Samples  of  faeces  and  urine  from  all  worlonen  engaged  on  the 
works  of  water  supply  are  being  taken  twice  yearly  and  submitted 
to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  for  examiination. 

Personal  Health  of  ''.'Waterworks  employees,  (extract  from  the 
Engineers  Dei)artment  "Standing  Instructions  to  Employees"-) 

All  employees  must  comply  with  the  following  instructions 
relating  to  personal  health  and  hygiene 

1.  ''Tien  working  on  a  water  supply  emptying  of  the  bladder 

or  bowels  should  take  place  only  in  proper  receptacles. 

2.  The  hands  should  be  well  washed  after  emptying  either 
the  bladder  or  bowels. 

3.  No  workm.an  may  work  when  suffering  from  looseness  of 
the  bowels. 

4.  IVhen  cases  of  looseness  of  the  bowels  occur  in  the 

workman  or  his  family,  it  should  be  reported  without  delay  to  the 

Local  Authority  and  if  thought  necessary  a  certificate  should  be 
produced  from,  the  family  Doctor  advising  whether  the  illness  is 
infectious  or  not. 

5.  Contravention  of  these  instructions  ■wi.ll  render  a 
worl<inan  liable  to  dismissal. 

6.  So  far  as  practicable  no  employee  on  water  'ondertakings 
will  be  simultaneously  employed  on  work  connected  -with  sewerage. 

7.  Nells  which  have  been  opened  in  order  that  work  may 
be  carried  out  thereon  will  not  bo  put  back  into  use  until  the 
water  therein  has  been  subject  to  hyperchlorination  and  pumped 
out  and  the  bacteriological  tests  have  been  proved  satisfactory. 

Bacteriological  samples  -  Bacteriological  samples  were 
taken  through  the  year,  typical  results  of  which  were  as  follovrs:- 

Class  1.  Class  3. 

Bridford  Christow  Artichoke. 

Broadclyst 

Harpford 

Ibnton 

Starcross 

Lympstonc 

Lympstone  Admiralty 
Ro c kb ear e -Harsh  Green 
Tops ham  -  Rushmore 
Topsham  -  Clystlands 

+  Otter ton 
+  Upton  iryne 
+  Lympstone  -  Y/oodbury 
+  East  Budleigh 
+  Exminster 
•f  Christow  nevv'  main 
+  Shillingford 

+  indicates  waters  from  resevoirs  supplied  by  other 
Authorities. 
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APPENDIX  I. 

ANALYSIS 
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